
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 10 October 2018] 

 p6769b-6770a 
Hon Nick Goiran 

 [1] 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS — 
AGENCY ANNUAL REPORT HEARINGS 

Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [6.49 pm]: I rise to briefly raise my concerns about the annual 
report hearings process that we will shortly be embarking on. Members will be aware that it is customary for the 
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations to interrogate the annual reports of agencies and 
departments, and that in recent times the committee has instigated what is referred to as the electronic lodgement 
system. I have previously mentioned that is a good system that has been a good innovation in the work of the 
committee, the chamber and the members. Members were asked to submit any questions they might have in 
advance of those hearings by 5.00 pm today—nearly two hours ago. Shortly after midday today I and, I assume, 
other members received an email from the committee to let me know that the committee has quite sensibly decided 
to reopen the electronic lodgement system. One might ask: why has the committee felt the need to do that? Of 
course, Mr Deputy President, the committee has been forced to take this commonsense approach because the 
McGowan government has decided not to table a range of annual reports. 

Yesterday I raised a point of order, which drew some chagrin from the Leader of the House because, in the case 
of the Department of Communities, the government had promised that it would table its annual report by 9 October. 
As matters have since progressed, the Department of Communities has tabled that report. That is one of the 
departments that I had to submit some questions on, and thanks to the work of the committee, I now have an 
extended period of time in which to do that. The committee told us in the email sent earlier this afternoon that 
members can now ask these questions until Thursday, 18 October. Mind you, members can ask questions until 
18 October only if it is for a department or an agency that was late in tabling its report. The Department of 
Communities is one of those, so I will definitely be asking some extra questions. Rest assured, I have already 
lodged a range of questions because I did not know until 12 o’clock today that I would have extra time to do so, 
but I will definitely ask some more questions thanks to the very good commonsense decision made by the committee. 

My point is: what is the list of agencies and departments that have tabled their reports late? We know that the 
Leader of the House definitely does not know what is on that list, because in question time today I asked whether 
all the reports had been tabled, and she said, “I don’t know.” If the Leader of the House, who is the most senior 
member of the McGowan government in this chamber, does not know, who would know? Maybe that is why the 
Minister for Regional Development has been having all kinds of problems with Australia Post and things like that 
recently, because they are so busy trying to scramble to table late reports. It was all supposed to be done by 
30 September, of course, and then they told us it would be done by 9 October, but that was yesterday, and 
apparently it has still not been done. 

At least two of my colleagues have mentioned to me that there are definitely agencies and departments that are yet 
to table their reports. I have done no analysis; I have better things to do than to do a reconciliation table of all the 
agencies and departments that tabled annual reports by 30 September and those that have not yet done so. But 
apparently I am now expected to do that, because if I do not do that, I will not know until 18 October which 
departments I can ask questions of, because the electronic lodgement system that is about to be reopened by the 
committee will be available to me only for those particular agencies and departments that have tabled their reports 
late. Which are those departments? I do not know which departments they are. 

Hon Adele Farina: The bills and papers office would probably be able to help you there. Let’s also note for the 
record that this isn’t the first time annual returns are late. It happened frequently under your government as well. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Mr Deputy President, I am disturbed that I have only four minutes in which to respond to 
this interjection from my learned friend Hon Adele Farina. She makes a couple of good points. She said that I could 
go to the bills and papers office. In other words, I should go and the waste the time of the parliamentary bills and 
papers office to do this reconciliation. Why would it have to do that? It would have to because the government is 
late in providing its annual reports. The second thing that the honourable member, my good and learned friend, 
said to us was, “Hang on; when you guys were in government, you tabled things late.” 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! I am trying to listen to Hon Nick Goiran. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: As I have said before, Mr Deputy President, if there has been a bad standard in the past, do 
not follow it. Do not be proud to say, “Hang on a second; you guys tabled it late, so this is terrific. It’s a competition 
and we’ll table reports even later because it is excellent to table reports late!” How ridiculous is that? 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! Order! 
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Hon NICK GOIRAN: It is not a competition to see who can table the latest. The point is that the Standing Committee 
on Estimates and Financial Operations made a resolution today that was so important, Hon Alanna Clohesy, that 
the committee decided to email us all to let us know that we have until 18 October to lodge questions, but only for 
certain departments, and it is going to keep secret which departments they are, and do not ask the 
Leader of the House because she does not know. This is a farce, and I am asking the government to expedite the 
tabling of a list of those particular departments and agencies that still have not tabled their annual reports. That is 
not asking too much. When we were last sitting, Hon Stephen Dawson tabled a list of all the letters from people 
who had written to the Treasurer—he is a very, very good minister and is the only one who does anything—to say 
that they could not comply. They should have to do that again because some of them still have not complied. 
It would be very interesting to see what would happen if one of these lazy departments, lazy agencies or lazy 
ministers, who are too busy messing around with Australia Post or whatever else is going on, does not table their 
annual reports until after 18 October. 
Hon Adele Farina: I’m sure the committee will consider that. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: The honourable member speaks with such confidence for a person who is not on the 
committee. This is descending into high farce. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! It is not going to descend into anything except me listening to 
Hon Nick Goiran in silence. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Thank you, Mr Deputy President. This is descending into high farce because the McGowan 
government is incapable of picking up a document and tabling it in Parliament. How complicated is it for the 
government to table an annual report? I could not believe that yesterday the Department of Communities, when it 
knows full well that formal business takes place at one o’clock on a Tuesday and that its minister could table — 
Hon Stephen Dawson interjected. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: No, the department could not do it for one o’clock; it had to do it at a very shifty time, at 
five o’clock, which was as late as possible. Why was it done so late? It was done so late because that would give 
people minimum opportunity to ask questions through the electronic lodgement system. This is just so shifty, 
Mr Deputy President, and I am sick of it. I ask the only good minister around here to ensure that tomorrow a list 
is tabled of all the agencies and departments that are yet to table their reports so we are all on the same page, and, 
in particular, for the benefit of the Leader of the House, who earlier today told us what she does not know. 
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